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2. Program Overview

On behalf of the College of Business at the University of Nevada, Reno, welcome to the Online Master of
Science in Business Analytics (MSBA) Degree Program. This handbook can be used throughout the MSBA
program to provide guidance for requirements and/or expectations. The UNR Graduate School has a
dedicated website listed among the resources at the end of this Handbook. Specific program information is
located at the MSBA website.

3. Program Description

The Master of Science in Business Analytics (MSBA) prepares students to launch a career exploring and
analyzing data to identify, understand, and answer questions that are critical to organizations. The degree
program integrates knowledge and skills in big data management, quantitative methods, organizational
decision-making, and information communication.

The program is designed to meet the growing ne
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5. Degree requirements - Program of Study

All MSBA students must complete 30 credits in total, comprised of 10 x 3 credit required courses.

Course offering structure

Courses are offered together during 14-week sessions. All courses are 14 weeks long.

Fall, spring, and summer semesters:

e BAN 701 — Business Analysis Methods
e BAN 702 — Data Transformation & SQL

Fall semester only:

e BAN 703 - Information Visualization & Communication
e BAN 704 — Applied Data Science

Spring semester only:

e BAN 705 - Enterprise Processes & Analytics
e BAN 706 — Predictive Modeling & Data Mining

Summer semester only:

e BAN 707 — Big Data
e BAN 708 — Data Security, Risk Management & Ethics

Fall, spring, and summer semesters:

e BAN 709 - Leadership Strategies
e BAN 710 — Business Analytics Capstone Project

6. Bootcamp requirement (pre-program):

All admitted MSBA Program students are required to successfully complete a no-fee, non-credit, self-paced
skills bootcamp. Final assessment(s) must be successfully completed with a passing score of 80% and, prior to
the student embarking upon the first 2 courses in the MSBA Program.

Depending on the semester of matriculation, students must be registered in courses each semester to meet a
specific course progression. Once all requirements have been met, students need to submit a Notice of
Completion form in order to graduate.
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7. Course descriptions and course learning objectives
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e Apply the concepts and processes involved in designing, developing, and managing visualization and
communications capabilities used for data-driven decision-making.
e Present information in non-
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e Apply specific statistical and regression analysis methods applicable to predictive analytics to identify
new trends and patterns, uncover relationships, create forecasts, predict likelihoods, and test predictive
hypotheses.

e Use quantitative and classification predictive models.

e Use popular tools and industry software for predictive analytics, especially R, R Studio, and R Markdown.
e Formulate predictive analytics questions.
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communication. Online students should use their UNR email account when communicating with
instructors and the program director.
e Set up NetID and password at Net ID Activation.
0 Thissite assists students in activating their NetID and user password, which will be used to access
MyNevada, WebCampus, and other university resources.
e Students must log into WebCampus with their UNR NetID to view course content and announcements.

11. Class registration
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https://www.unr.edu/main/pdfs/verified-accessible/colleges-schools/grad/admissions/graduate-credit-transfer-evaluation-request-2019.pdf
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16. MSBA Forms — A non-thesis program of study: Forms

required by the graduate school

The Graduate School requires the following forms for all graduate students in a non-thesis program.

e Declaration of Advisor is required for all students by the end of the second semester.

e Program of Study form is required for all students and is due two semesters before graduation.

e Notice of Completion form is due during the student’s last semester. The committee must match
Program of Study form.

17. Graduation Application

e Graduation Application
o
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Reinstatement

When students have been absent for one semester or more without an approved leave of absence, they may
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“Specific to the academic pursuits of students, the University of Nevada, Reno, believes the maintenance of
academic standards is a joint responsibility of the students and faculty of the University. Freedom to teach and
to learn is dependent upon individual and collective conduct to permit the pursuit and exchange of knowledge
and opinion. Faculty have the responsibility to create an atmosphere in which students may display their
knowledge. This atmosphere includes an orderly testing room and sufficient safeguards to inhibit dishonesty.
Students have the responsibility to rely on their knowledge and resources in the evaluation process. The trust
developed in the maintenance of academic standards is necessary to the fair evaluation of all students.

“Academic Dishonesty: A student may receive academic and disciplinary sanctions for cheating, plagiarism or
other attempts to obtain or earn grades under false pretenses.

“Plagiarism: defined as (1) the appropriation of another person's ideas, processes, results or words without
giving appropriate credit; (2) the submission of ideas, processes, results or words not originating with the
author and developed specifically for the work at hand without the appropriate credit being given; or (3)
assisting in the act of plagiarism by allowing one's work to be used as described above. Any ideas, processes,
results, or words not originating with the author and developed specifically for the work at hand should be
credited appropriately.

“Cheating: For purposes of this policy, cheating is defined as: (1) obtaining or providing unauthorized
information while executing, completing or in relation to coursework, through verbal, visual or unauthorized
use of books, notes, text and other materials; (2) turning in the same work in more than one class (or when
repeating a class), unless permission is received in advance from the instructor; (3) taking an examination for
another student, or arranging for another person to take an exam in one's place; (4) altering or changing test
answers after submittal for grading; (5) altering or changing grades after grades have been awarded; (6)
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the grade assignment meant that the student was held to more demanding standards than other students in
the same section of the course.”

The steps to be followed are detailed in Grade Appeal Policy and Procedures. Student should first consult with
the instructor before starting the appeal process.

24. Graduate Student Association and Government

The Graduate Student Association (GSA) represents all graduate students and promotes the welfare and
interests of the graduate students at the University of Nevada, Reno. The GSA works closely with appropriate
university administrative offices, including the Graduate School and Student Services and reports to the
President of the University. The GSA government functions through the Council of Representatives, Executive
Council and established committees.

25. Commencement

Commencement exercises are held each December and May. Commencement is a combined
graduate/undergraduate ceremony.

26. Forms and Links

View an up-to-date list of forms and requirements.

e Graduate School catalog
e Leave of absence form
e Reinstatement form

e MyNevada
e NetlID and password set up

e WebCampus

¢ Information on the WolfCard student ID

e Graduate School Deadlines

e Graduate Credit Transfer Evaluation Request form
e Grade Appeals

e Graduate Student Association

e General financial aid information

Note: This Program Handbook is subject to amendment.
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